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EPA Facts & Figures

Data on generation, recycling, composting,
combustion with energy recovery and landfilling

A For municipal solid waste (MSW)

A Construction and demolition debris data
provided starting with 2013 data year

Report issued every year for over two decades
A Data tables go back to 1960

New for 2015 report

A Transition to a wetbased approach
A Graph of recycled commodity values by year
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Overview of the
Methodology

Scope
A Municipal solid waste (MSW), or trash

A For example, packaging, food, yard
trimmings, furniture, electronics, tires and
appliances

A Also includes C&D debris generation
Sources of MSW
A Residential waste

A Institutions such as schools, hospitals and
prisons

A Commercial sources such as restaurants,
office buildings and retail establishments

&




Key MSW Data

MSW Generation and Managemen{ 2014 2015

Million tons MSW generated 259.0 262.4

Per capita generation rate in pound: 4.45 4.48
per person per day

Million tons recycled plus composte 89.6 91.2
Recycling plus composting rate 34.6% 34.7%
Million tons combusted with energy 33.2 33.6
recovery

Million tons landfilled 136.2 137.7
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MSW Generation Rates
1960to 2015
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MSW Generation in 2015
262.4 Million Tons

Other
3.6%

Yard trimmings
13.3%

Metals
9.1%

Rubber, leather
& textiles
9.3%
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MSW Recycling and Composting Rates
1960 to 2015
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MSW Management in the United States
In 2015 (262 million tons)

Combustion with
Energy Recovery
12.8%
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MSW Recycling in 2015
68 million tons

Rubber, leather & textiles
5.9% | Other
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MSW Composting in 2015
23 million tons
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MSW Combusted with Energy
Recovery in 2015 (34 million tons)
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MSW Landfilled in 2015
138 million tons

~ Rubber, Ieather‘
& textiles i
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